











Music Ministry: My Constant Saving-Grace
By Tami Hockers

Getting their children involved in church ministry from a young age should be an essential investment for their future. Those of
you who have been parishioners since the late ‘80’s have probably watched me grow up at Nativity. You were there when |
received my sacraments, and were the friendly faces | would see weekly at Mass. | would run into you in the grocery store, mall
and at your own work places. My Nativity family made the world seem more intimately connected. In reRecting about my
thoughts on ministry, | cannot help but begin with my childhood.

| was raised in a traditionally Catholic home where we prayed the Our Father regularly and went to Mass every weekend. |
probably would not be a practicing Catholic today if that was the only faith foundation | had. Looking back, | would have easily
gotten lost in the shuffle of life and other priorities would have been put before God. Involvement in ministry not only affects a
child at that time in his/her life, but secures a faith foundation that can withstand life’s changes and trials later in life.

| owe many thanks to God for blessing me with the gift of music. In addition, | extend my thanks to my parents for recognizing
those gifts early on and providing me with the opportunity to use those gifts for the greater good at church. | fondly remember
singing in the 30+ member children’s choir led back then by Jamie and Jenny Hanna. By middle school | was cantoring Mass with
kind guidance from our incredible organists, Michael Raught and Teresa Schroepfer. While in high school, | was involved in the
Nativity’s high school youth group and music ensemble, “New Life” and taught second grade religion classes. | always had a
passion for music, but it was teaching religion where | realized my true calling to pursue a career in education. Throughout that
time, my mother would bring me to volunteer at various Women’s Guild events. My growing-up years at Nativity instilled in me
core values that cannot be taught elsewhere.

My college faith experience involved a small Catholic group on campus and music ministry at local churches. Only 30 minutes
away, | came home to Nativity and the St. Norbert Abbey to minister on holidays. When | studied abroad in London, one of the
Prst things | did was Pnd a Catholic church and join the church choir. | instantly had a network of like-minded individuals with
which to praise God.

After | graduated | joined the world of church ministry. After a rather intense year of teaching in Madison, | rekindled my church
involvement when | moved to teach music in Horicon, Wisconsin. Sacred Heart Catholic Parish welcomed me with open arms. |
was thrust into cantoring, subbing as an accompanist, teaching high school religion, and singing in the choir. | lead a mission trip
and volunteered for Friday bsh fries. Ministry experiences growing up helped me to comfortably seek out my fellow Catholics
wherever | went and to Pll needs the parish was seeking. Single and only knowing one family in the town, | was invited for home
-cooked meals and games of Uker by church elders! Without the church community, | would have been very lonely.

After a couple years, | had the opportunity to teach choral music at Bay Port High School. Happy to be home again directing the
Nativity children’s and youth choir, it is now my turn to help build a faith foundation for the current youth at Nativity. My
experiences in ministry when | was young had a profoundly positive inBuence on me as an adult. | urge parents to see the value
in having their children serve at Mass, attend religion classes, and sing in the choir. Parents would do well to set an example of
serving God by listening to their own call to ministry.

My view on the importance of singing in church is perhaps a bit biased, but God gave us a voice to use not only for our own
enjoyment but as a means of prayer and praise to God! Patricia Shehan Campbell, a music professor at the University of
Washington, researched the role music plays in children’s lives. She wrote, “Music may be the treasure children prize for their
own personal pleasure and a tool for their use in understanding the world in which they live.” It is through the children’s choir
that we can expose them to biblical scripture, life lessons, and the Mass itself and engage a community of Christ-centered
children.

There are two (age-based) music ensembles welcoming all children third through twelfth grade. Invest in the Nativity’s music
program by getting your children involved. The future of our church and morals of our society begins with the foundation-
building experiences we adults offer. Please feel free to reach out to me for more information about how to involve your child in
music ministry at Nativity. Email: Tami.hockers@gmail.com
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NATIVITY ADULT CHOIR

The Nativity Adult Choir has been making joyful music for 45 years. At it’s largest, there were

45 members. As the years went by the number in the choir diminished to the point that there are
about 24 members today. The church is always encouraging it’s members to find a way to give
back to the church. The choir is looking for new members to come and make a joyful noise. This is
a way of giving back to the church and it costs you nothing but time. The choir rehearses every
Thursday from 7:00 - 8:30PM and sings the second and fourth Sundays 8:30 Mass. So all this
would require is a commitment of about 8 hours per month. We have always been told that
singing in church is twice praying. So through this article we are encouraging you to consider
paying back to the church by committing yourself to one year of singing. The choir starts in
September and finishes on Mother’s Day. If you have any questions you can contact Michael
Raught, Interim Director & Accompanist or Wayne Efferson, Worship Servant Leader. Otherwise
just show up on a Thursday evening in the church. We are looking forward to several of you
coming to make a joyful noise. We are starting to prepare for the Christmas season so don’t delay
your decision to add your voice to the choir.

~ Weston Carvenough

PET BLESSING

Thank you to all who joined in the pet blessings.




Nativity Star Advent/Christmas 2017

Message Board

— Like us on Facebook to keep up with church activities —

EVENTS FOR ALL:

December 3 -

December 5 & 6 - Faith Formation Advent Activities

December 6 - St. Nicholas Day

December 8 - The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

December 8 - 2nd Friday for Seniors - Mass 9:00am (Ashwaubenon Encore Choir)
December 9 - Celebration of First Reconciliation

December 10 - 2nd Sunday of Advent

December 12 & 13 - Sacrament of Reconciliation - 6:30pm

December 17

December 17 - Knights of Columbus Christmas Breakfast

December 22 - Office Closing at Noon

December 23 - Mass at 4:00pm

December 24 - No 10:15am Mass

December 24 - 4th Sunday of Advent

December 24 - Christmas Eve

December 25 - Christmas Day OFFICE IS CLOSED
January 1- New Year’s Day OFFICE IS CLOSED

January 12 - 2nd Friday for Seniors - Mass at 9:00am(Options for Independent Living)
January 22 - Blah Beater Bunco - 6:00pm Narthex
January 28 - Family Bingo - 1:00pm Bona Hall

February 11 - Anniversary Celebration

Stop and Pick up Scrip to do weekly shopping

Thank you to Bernie Selk for her work on this newsletter.
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Advent/ Christmas 2017

Weekend Masses
Saturday Evenings - 5:00PM
Sunday Mornings - 8:30AM & 10:15AM

Weekday Masses
Tuesday & Friday — 9:00AM

Wednesday & Thursday 8:00AM

Liturgy of the Word with Hol
Mondays - 9:00AM

Exposition & Adoration
Mondays - 9:30AM
Holy Hour Service

Sacrament of Reconciliation at Nativity
December 12 & December 13 at 6:30PM

Saturdays - 4:00 to 4:40PM (Or by appointment)

Advent Reconciliation Opportunities
West Side Parishes:

November 29 - 7:30PM (St. Agnes)
December 6 - 7:00PM (St. John the

Immaculate Conception
December 7 at 6:30PM




