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Celebrate What'’s Right in the World

Deacon John and | held a mid-summer huddle with Nativity staff and shared an
inspiring movie clip called, “Celebrate What’s Right with the World.” The film
encourages each of us to approach life with confidence, grace and celebration. The
movie inspired me to reflect on some of the Amazing activity by Nativity disciples:

e An elder puts on his coaching cap and teaches a high school senior the art of trimming ornamental trees. Three
weeks and 40 hours later | see a strong relationship for the journey ahead. And Nativity has fresh and beautiful
trees in the parking lot.

e In mid-July a dozen parish members make a commitment to work together and create a Nativity yard for the
weekend. Yard Care Ministry is born. The team gathers at the end of the week to ensure a freshly-cut lawn,
pruned shrubs and flowers. Overgrown shrubs and large weeds are removed, pots of geraniums planted, and in
some areas, new stone installed. These efforts free up others to focus on the building.

e Three parish members deal with serious health conditions, but can safely volunteer on their good days. They
come forward to help lead individual projects to paint and restore areas of Nativity. Each of them inspire others to
step forward and to lend a hand and in the meantime form new friendships.

e Some of the Women’s Guild activities include: A group of ladies sort caps to be donated to help provide
wheelchairs for poor children, support each other in time of illness and loss of loved ones, prepare for the Fall
Bazaar and the Spring Rummage Sale—proceeds to support Nativity.

e Two groups of men volunteer to sell food at a concert in the park and scan tickets at Packer games. The proceeds
are donated to support Nativity Social Concerns initiatives—a few of the many Knights of Columbus activities.

e Avyoung man and woman volunteer to lead a small group through “the Bible timeline.”

e Avretired person brings Eucharist and a smile to our parish members that are in nursing homes or shut-in their
homes and are unable to drive.

e A middle-aged couple, very busy parenting their children and with other community programs, yet they find time
to lead a spiritual weekend retreat at Nativity.

e Parish members take time away from their families on a Saturday evening to feed the poor and homeless at NEW
Community Shelter.

e Over 30 volunteers come forward to offer a smile and warm welcome prior to Mass — Car Port Ministry is born.

e Avolunteer steps forward to lay tile at the Living Justice Center so that Father Jack does not have to attend NTWC
for tile laying. He then commits to painting our exterior doors.

These stories are a small number of examples of Nativity disciples putting their faith into action in Amazing

ways. Consider checking out http://celebratewhatsright.com/film, then go out and celebrate what’s right
in the world. The Best is Yet to Come.... Be Amazing!

Koo DieMens

| husband | parent | grandpa | friend | deacon | Nativity office 920-490-1352,ext.208 | natkd @nativityparish.com




Join us on a
PILGRIMAGE to OUR LADY OF G6OOD HELP
SEPTEMBER 18, 2016

(Watch bulletins for more details or contact Faith Formation Office at 499-6012)

During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we have this unique opportunity to join our
faith community on a pilgrimage to the shrine favored by the Blessed Mother.

Here are some facts:

+Our Lady appeared to Adele Brise in October of 1859.

+This is the only appearance of the Blessed Mother approved by the Catholic Church in
the United States.

+Even to this day, numerous healings have been reported at this shrine.
+Our Blessed Mother's message to the visionary was simple: "Gather the
children in this wild country and teach them what they should know for salvation.”

What will we do on this pilgrimage?

+We will learn about the shrine and its history.

¢ There will be opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
+ There will be a wide variety of devotions led by worship leaders.
+You can participate in Eucharistic Adoration.

¢ There will be time for a Rosary Walk and Stations of the Cross.
+You will have ample time for silence and reflection.

+We will conclude with Sunday Mass




Fdge? Life Teen? What Are Those?

Edge and lLife Teen are
programs designed to help
engage youth in the
Catholic faith. Nativity is
adopting the program this
year. The ultimate goals of
the program are to help
youth understand the
Catholic faith and relate it to
their lives as well as to build a
ministry program that is
relational. Both programs use
digital media and music,
and have a team leader,
which will be Stephanie
Rottier, the Youth Leader.

LIFE () TEEN
They have the potential to
integrate different guest
speakers. Catechists will be
playing the role of the “core
tfeam.” They will enhance
the different lessons through
discussions, activities, and
additional information
added within a classroom
setting.

Middle school students will
partficipate as a large group
in Edge within the liturgical
space for 40 minutes and
then return to small groups.
High Schoolers in Life Teen
will begin in small groups
where they will investigate
the night’s topic first and
then the final 40 minutes will
be in large group within the
liturgical space. As we
begin this new endeavor,
please pray for guidance of
the Holy Spirit fo invigorate
our hearts and minds.

Middle School Meetups., Youth GCroup,
and WSYMmM...Oh my?

Perhaps you are asking
yourself, how can | get
involved with youth
programs at Nativity Parishe
The first hurdle is knowing
what programs there are.
Each month Middle School
students are invited to take
part in a Middle School
Meetup prior to their Faith
Formation classes. Dinner is
served to the youth. We do
different activities, make
fime for homework and even
chill out. Watch the bulletin
for the Middle School
Meetups schedule.

Ll

High School students are
encouraged to join us for a
weekly youth group session
after their Faith Formation
classes on Wednesdays.
Snacks are provided, as well
as short informational
sessions about the Catholic
Church. Come join us
beginning September 28th in
the JPIl Room.

Finally, in collaboration with
the west side Green Bay
parishes, Nativity takes part
in larger activities including,
but not limited to lock-ins,
national speakers, Christmas
parties, and more. These
events will be in the bulletin.
So keep watch, we wouldn’t
want you fo miss out on the
fun!

If you ever have any
questions, comments, or
concerns about the different
opportunities being
provided, please contact
Stephanie at 920-621-5561.
Thanks!




2nd Friday for Seniors

2016-2017 Edition

Sponsored by Nativity of Our Lord & St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parishes

Each year, Nativity of Our Lord
Parish partners with St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton to bring a
program for seniors entitled
2nd Friday for Seniors. This
program often talks about life
issues, spirituality, and provides
different entertainment for the
parishioners throughout the
year.

2nd Friday for Seniors begins
with Mass at 9:00 AM at the
respective parish hosting the
event, and then continues with
breakfast. The event features a

person or group to speak or
entertain after breakfast and lasts
until approximately 11:00 am.

If you have never participated in
this event, Nativity would like to
encourage you to do so. There is
always something for everyone in
the crowd—be it a morsel of
knowledge or a door prize.

Check the bulletin for the
upcoming topics. To RSVP for the
different 2nd Friday for Seniors,
please call Nativity at
920-499-5156.

Seeds of Faith

The following dates and locations
are scheduled for 2nd Friday for
Seniors:

o Sept 9 @ Nativity

e Oct 14 @ St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton

e« Nov 11 @ Nativity

o« Dec 9 @ St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton

e Jan 13 @ Nativity

« Feb 10 @ St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton

e Mar 10 @ Nativity

“Be merciful as our Father isr merciful™

We’ve heard the buzz about the
Year of Mercy in the news, in the
bulletin, on the pulpit, and in
previous newsletters. But, how
have we taken this “Year of
Mercy” and made it our own? Did
we focus on what we can do by
using the corporal and spiritual
works of mercy? Do we even
know what that means?

Pope Francis wants us to reach
out in love to not only our family,
friends, and neighbors, but also to
our enemies. He encourages us to
look deep within our own souls

and find ways to forgive others.
Holding on to hate only eats at
us, making life difficult.

So, what is a practical way to
teach, to live, and to practice
mercy? Begin by thinking
empathetically—walk a mile in
another person’s shoes. What
would life be like if we made
their choices, their life decisions?

Rather than judging that person,
look upon them with
compassion. Share your story
with them and help them see that

we all make choices in life that
have consequences. Help them
see how loved they are by God
and others. This sounds like a
tall task, and it is...but with
faith and with the love of
Christ in our hearts, we can
share the message of mercy
with so many people. It’s like
washing your hair...the
shampoo says wash, rinse,
repeat...in this case live, love,
& show mercy.
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Live Discipleship!
What does it mean to “live” anything?

If you are challenged to ‘live” your vocation of marriage
or parenthood or to “live” your vocation as a physician
or teacher what would that look like? For most of us, it
would be a call to live life in an authentic way that is
true to the promises we have made. Our daily lives
reflect who we profess to be as wives and husbands;
moms and dads; physicians and teachers. For disciples of

e Y ~ Jesus, it takes on an even deeper meaning.
Be Gnatepul - Pray - Sewe - Share
R SRR S - Sk

Loving Jesus and being marked with the cross in our Baptism means we are his friends and
followers. We are grateful disciples. It is out of this love and this Sacrament that we not only
worship on Sunday but we also consciously make decisions to live in a way that follows in Christ’s
footsteps. Stewardship is an expression of discipleship. To be a grateful steward of faith-filled
prayer, compassionate service and generous sharing means that we pray like Jesus prayed, we serve
like Jesus served, and our generosity imitates His. In becoming Christian stewards, we live our
sacred baptismal promises.

Live Discipleship: Be Grateful, Pray, Serve, Share, is the theme for Stewardship Weekend.

In conjunction with parishes in the Diocese of Green Bay, we will be celebrating November 12/13,
2016. We will have the opportunity to celebrate where we are on our stewardship journey, as well
as to reflect and challenge ourselves to grow as committed disciples of Jesus.

Thank you for all that you are and all the ways you Live Discijpleship in our parish.

Source—Diocese of Green Bay, Department of Stewardship & Pastoral Services
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Pet Blessing

In honor of Saint Francis, a great role model,

Nativity will host a Pet Blessing on Saturday morning at 9:00,
October 1. If you do not have a pet, consider bringing
favorite stuffed animal. We will gather around the

ea of the prayer garden.




Nativity Star Fall 2016

Message Board

— Like us on Facebook to keep up with church activities —

EVENTS FOR ALL:

September 9 - 2nd Friday for Seniors - 9:00am (Church)
September 11 - Faith Formation Class starts for Grades 1- 2 & Church Time
September 18 - Pilgrimage to Champion 2:00pm - 5:00pm

September 27 - Faith Formation Class starts for Grades 3 - 5

September 28 - Faith Formation Class starts for Grades 6 - 11
October 1 - Pets Blessing in Prayer Garden 9:00am

October 22 - Parish Service Day 9:00am

November 11 - 2nd Friday for Seniors - 9:00am (Church)
November 12 &13 - Stewardship Weekend - Live Discipleship
November 14 - Butterball Bunco 6:00pm (Narthex)

November 19 - Women’s Guild Bazaar

November 19 & 20 - Giving Tree Kick Off weekend (Narthex)

NOVEMBER 24 - THANKSGIVING DAY - Office is closed

Stop and Pick up Scrip to do weekly shopping

Thank you to Bernie Selk for her work on this newsletter.
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Fall 2016

Weekend Masses
Saturday Evenings - 5:00PM
Sunday Mornings - 8:30AM & 10:15AM

Weekday Masses
Tuesdays & Fridays - 9:0
Wednesdays - 8:00AM

Liturgy of the Word wi
Mondays & Thursdays -

Exposition & Ad
Mondays -

Sacrament of Reconciliation at Nativity
Saturdays - 4:00 to 4:40 PM (Or by appointment)

Adult Men’s Group - Liturgy and Fell
First Saturday of month - 8:00 to 9:30

Prayer Group
Thursdays - 6:30AM to 7:00

Taize Prayer - September




