








SEEKING SUBSTITUTE CATECHISTS  
FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

 

Parents and other generous adults serving as substitute 
catechists are another reason why our Religion Education 
programs are so effective.  
 
 

Many of us might feel called to serve as catechists, but do not 
feel we have enough knowledge of the faith to teach effectively. 
Not true—remember, “God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips 
the called.” Our staff, and your fellow catechists, plus God’s 
grace, are there for you! All catechists need training to be 
effective in the classroom, just like each of us do in our 
workplace. We offer training sessions throughout the year to 
help all catechists know their material and connect with other 
teachers. Our staff provides personal support and individual 
training for those with less experience.  

FAITH  FORMATION  
 

Contact: Dr. Robert Berchmans 490-1352 x216 or 
natrb@nativityparish.com 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 
 

 

Looking for a weekend away for just the two of you?         
Marriage Encounter Weekend offers you this experience. It 
is a time to renew your relationship, away from the everyday  
distraction of life. It is an opportunity to strengthen your  
communication and promote greater intimacy in 
your life together. 
 

You don’t NEED a Marriage Encounter Weekend, 
but you DESERVE one. “Discover Each Other 
Again”, more deeply, honestly and warmly. 
 

The 2015-16 weekend retreats are at the Norbertine Center for 
Spirituality in De Pere. The optional dates are: 
 

November 6-8, March 4-6, April 16-17. 
 

For more information, please contact Sue & Dennis Amtmann 
at 920-544-5166 or RegistrationCouple@GBME.org or visit  
www.gbme.org. 
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ANNUAL  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  WEEK 
 

November 1 – 7 is annual Religious Education Week.  
Nativity Parish recognizes and appreciates all of our wonderful  
catechists.  
 

Our excellent Faith Formation Program owes a debt of  
gratitude to them for their dedication and sacrifice. We also 
remember all the families, children and youth in our Faith  
Formation Program throughout this week.  

God’s blessings on all! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please welcome these children who were 
Baptized into our Parish family. 

 
Paityn Mae Mueller 
 Daughter of Adam & Kimberly Mueller 
 

Reina Elizabeth Loch  
 Daughter of Timothy & Rochelle Loch 
 

Kennedy Nicole Treml 
 Daughter of Kyle & Emily Treml 
 

Easton Andrew Sweeney 
 Son of Jesse & Heather Sweeney 
 

Wyatt Timothy Jorgenson 
 Son of Keith & Vanessa Jorgenson 

Laudato Si’: On Care For Our Common Home 
Presented by Dr. Robert Berchmans,   

Director of Faith Formation  
Tuesdays, November 24 and December 22   

6:30 PM—7:30 PM in Nativity Parish Lounge 
 

A study of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laud ato Si’. We encourage you to join by 
calling 499-6012/natcb@nativityparish.com 

A free-will offering will be taken to  cover the cost of  the materials.  
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Let us know who is serving our country! 
 
Nativity Parish would like to honor and pay tribute to the service men and women from our 
parish.  If you have a son, daughter, spouse, relative, friend, or neighbor who is in active 
service--either in the U.S.A. or overseas, please let us know by November 1, 2015.  
 
We will be publishing a list of active service personnel in the parish bulletin the weekend 
before Veteran’s Day. Please send the name/names to kpalluconi@aol.com or call the 
parish office at 499-5156. There is also a sign-up sheet in the Narthex on the podium next 
to the United States flag for you to register a name.   

 



FOR THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY  
FR. JACK HARPER PRESENTED  HIS COMMENTS ON HIS PRIESTHOOD. 

 
THE LIFE ST. MARY PARISH OF PESHTIGO, WISCONSIN GAVE ME!     

BY FR. JACK HARPER 
 

My relationship with St. Mary Parish, Peshtigo began March 23, 1947 when Fr. Peter J. Novitsky poured the Baptismal Waters 
over me and claimed me for Christ. I have come to know that that singular action changes our identity forever and permits our 
spiritual growth through encounters with all the sacraments to follow. That’s the reason, that next to celebrating Holy Mass,  
Baptisms are my favorite activity as a priest. One Friday evening in Lent of 1952, two of my older brothers were serving  
Stations; they needed a candle bearer and I was conscripted and thus the altar became comfortable. One of the benefits of serving 
was the summer picnic: swimming at Lake Nocquebay and family style chicken at Shaffer’s, a relationship that ended all too 
soon for me. My earliest memories of involvement beyond serving, were the Catechism Classes in the basement of the old church 
with Wanda Nogalski teaching. These classes were on Saturday morning and in the sacramental year, the Sisters from Bay  
Settlement came for two weeks during the summer. They looked weird, but they sure could keep order and make Christ and 
Church Teaching understandable to a nine year old. 
 

In 1954, the construction began on the new church; I was so proud, before a brick was laid or mortar mixed, it belonged to my 
Dad and my uncle, Omer. They sold the materials to the parish for the church, school, rectory and convent. My brother, Danny, 
and I sold lemonade to the construction workers for a nickel. I started St. Mary School in fifth grade; the classroom was a bit dull, 
but the pines were where the action was. That’s where I started smoking in fifth grade and quit in sixth. There was a selective 
harvest process that took place when my brother, Patrick, was a student there. Every other pine tree was removed leaving a ten 
inch stump. While scaling the heights of one of the pines, the top of the tree snapped and Patrick landed squarely on a stump in 
the center of his back. Jumping on his bike, he raced home for care from Mom. She called Dr. Bell and his response was, ”If the 
ride home on the bike didn’t kill him, he should be alright!”   
 

The towering hero of ministry in Peshtigo is Fr. Peter Pernin. He not only survived the Peshtigo Fire, but led the parish in prayer 
and belief that the parish, also, could recover. The recovery seemed to flow from the Miracle of the Tabernacle. Facing absolute 
destruction all around, Fr. Pernin turned his horse loose and placed the Tabernacle in the back of his buckboard and shoved it as 
far into the Peshtigo River as possible. I’d like to quote Fr. Pernin,  A parishioner called “Father, do you know what happened to 
the Tabernacle?” “No, what is it?” “Come quickly then, and see. Oh Father, it is a miracle!” “I hurried with him to that part of the 
river into which I had pushed as far as possible my wagon containing the Tabernacle. This wagon had been blown over on its side 
by the storm; whilst the Tabernacle itself had been caught up by the wind and cast on one of the logs floating on the water.  
Everything in the immediate vicinity of this spot had been blackened or charred by the flames: logs, trunks, boxes, nothing had 
escaped, yet, strange to say, there rose the Tabernacle, intact in its snowy whiteness, presenting a wonderful contrast to the grimy 
blackness of the surrounding objects. I left it in the spot where it had thus been thrown by the tempest for two days, so as to give 
all an opportunity of seeing it.” This quote is taken from the account written by Fr. Pernin. 
 

Once, while working at Badger, I was asked to coordinate the visit of the Traveling Statue of Our Lady of Fatima; it was a most 
rewarding experience and we had veneration for about 30 hours. The theme that challenged all of us was: “Could you not watch 
one hour with me?.” Badger Paper was a perfect place to learn teamwork, productivity and a relationship with an  
employer. I always found Badger to be fair, encouraging and tolerant to a fault. They cherished the family unit. The Teen Centers 
were a brief escape for young people to have some space and freedom with a bit of protective supervision. The taverns were fun 
and came at a time when the Age of Majority had just changed to18; we had a lot of parents and grandparents controlling the be-
havior of the kids and the volume of the juke box. Frankly, behind the bar is where I learned to hear confessions; I couldn’t ab-
solve then, but I could listen and try to give hope. Seriously, the three busiest confessors are: beauticians, bartenders and priests, 
in that order.   
 

My observation is that life reveals itself very gradually; I didn’t know who I was, where I was going or anything about life until 
well into my twenties, when I could observe, absorb and choose according to my own compass of family, prayer, direction and 
the integration of my experience and expectations.    
 

Starting college at almost 30 and having overcome the ADHD of my youth; learning and teaching were great experiences. Teach-
ing all seniors at Preble in the fall of 1981 was a gift of immersion into the lives of young scholars and doing what I could to en-
courage their dreams. Then, followed four unbelievable years of seminary. Fr. Frank McNulty, whom I consider the Father of my 
vocation, arranged for me to attend Immaculate Conception Seminary for a year. I prayed that during that year I could make a 
decision about a call to Priesthood. The day that I drove my little 1977 Volkswagen Rabbit onto the campus a pervasive, almost 
tangible, peacefulness entered my life and has never left; I knew then that the call was real.  

 Continued on the next page 
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What follows here are moments in time that seem to capture the gift of priesthood that one could never anticipate, but always  
appreciate. In the 1950’s Fr. Bujarski signed my St. Joseph Missal with the quote: “It’s the Mass that Matters,” He had discovered 
the source of his strength of ministry and the invitation to work with Christ revealing his plan for salvation. Fr. Bujarski had a 
rather unusual piece of advice for women, especially, who may have lost their partner through death or divorce, “Plant a garden, 
its growth will encourage you!” That advice would be very popular today. As Fr. Bujarski, I had the opportunity to lead the  
building of the new St. Mary, De Pere Church. When I saw the final plans, I demanded that the architect send the plans to  
Sentinel Structures here in Peshtigo. That decision allowed this hick kid to pour $770,000.00 into the economy of his hometown. 
In the fall of 2000, one of my dear friends from St. Mary, De Pere was dying and I wanted to be with her, but John Behnke, Jr. 
had died and I had  to attend his visitation in Peshtigo. On the way back to De Pere, I called to see how Grandma was doing. Her 
daughter stated, “Father, Mom just died.” I told her I would come directly to the farm. When I punched the phone off, I prayed. 
“One more hour is all this faithful woman needs, Lord!” When I arrived, I said to her son-in-law, “So, Grandma went to heaven?” 
He replied, “When Vi hung up the phone after talking to you Mom started breathing again. We prayed together and during the 
Litany of the Saints, Grandma went to heaven! 
 
I know that the prayer of this parish has been the greatest source of my perseverance and success. I clearly remember those  
prayers for vocations at the foot of the altar. I conclude with a story. On the morning of my First Mass here, Amos Alswager, a 
convert to Catholicism, who truly became a pillar and longtime trustee of our parish, said to me, “John, when this parish  
celebrated its 80th anniversary as a parish, I committed to saying the Rosary every day until we had a priest from our parish. I’ve 
been praying the Rosary for 42 years and now we have our priest!” It shocked and humbled me that he was praying for my voca-
tion before I was conceived! Five weeks from the day I was ordained, having seen his prayer answered, Amos passed to his eter-
nal reward. I pledge my prayers for all you and I truly ask for your prayers.   Thank you!! 

 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Listed below are the Parish Pastoral Council Members for 2015-16.  If you would like to reach one of us, please contact our Parish 
Secretary, Bobbie Skalecki, at 499-5156. She will pass on your name and phone number to the Council member you wish to  
contact. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD PARISH 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Thursday, November 12, 2015 at 7:15 PM 
Please join us for our Annual Parish Meeting on  

Thursday, November 12 in Bona Hall.  
Your thoughts and suggestions are always appreciated. 

Ministry Representatives: 
 

Sue Weis - Faith Formation/Youth  
Lisa Thetreau - Worship  

Lois Mauermann - Family Life 
Karen Palluconi - Social Concerns 

Kimberly Krejcarek - Stewardship Ministry 
Judy Schroeder - Finance Council  

Joan Baker - Recording Secretary (volunteer) 

Nativity of Our Lord Parish Members: 
 

Dennis Amtmann (Chair) 
Dave Raupp (Vice Chair) 
Chris Steffes (Secretary) 

Marty Borowicz (Parish Rep) 
Mary Ann Rankin (Parish Rep)  

Joan Ladwig (Parish Rep) 
Craig Fletcher (Trustee-Secretary)  

Judy Schroeder (Trustee-Treasurer)  
Fr. Jack Harper (Ex Officio) 
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2nd Fridays for 
Seniors 

 

Sponsored  By 
Nativity of Our Lord Parish and  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish     

RSVP ~ 499-5156                             RSVP ~ 499-1546 
     

Join us for Mass at 9:00 AM followed  
by a continental breakfast & presentation 

    

 November 13   
Kevin and JoDee DeCleene 

 At Nativity of Our Lord Parish  

Topic:  Need for life saving CPR training;  
The DeCleene Story 

  
   

  

 
            SUNDAY HOSPITALITY 

 
Join us for our Sunday Hospitality after the Masses in Bona 
Hall for coffee, rolls & conversation. 

                     DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
ENDS 

 

                                 Remember to set your clocks back one  
                                  hour on November 1! 

NATIVITY  CHRISTMAS 
GIVING TREE  

 
Our Giving Tree Ministry provides an 
item of necessity and a toy to children  
in need, middle school and younger who 
are: 
 
Ashwaubenon residents, current Parish 
members or enrolled in Ashwaubenon 

schools. We are again working in conjunction with the 
Ashwaubenon School District to reach children who would 
benefit from this program. 
 
If you would like to be served by this program and are a  
Nativity Parish member or Ashwaubenon resident, but are not 
enrolled in Ashwaubenon schools, we invite you to contact the 
parish office at 499-5156, no later than November 16. 
 
Thank  you! 

BUTTERBALL BUNCO FUN 
 

Monday, November 16 at 6:00 PM in the Narthex 
 

Come join us for fun, snacks, socializing and prizes! If you 
don’t know how to play Bunco, we’ll teach you! 

 
 
 
Please sign up by calling 
the Parish Office at  
499-5156. 

 

  

The Knights of  Columbus will be selling Booyah after each 
Mass the weekend of November 7-8. In addition, on Sunday, 
there will be a Pancake and Porkie breakfast along with the 
hot Booyah by the bowl for sale in Bona Hall. 

NATIVITY COOKBOOKS 
$10.00 

 
Nativity’s 50th Anniversary Cookbooks are again for sale.  
This personalized collection and Clergy’s favorites will be a 
treasured keepsake. This edition includes the History of  
Nativity along with Ingredient Substitutions; Herbs &  
Spices; Counting Calories; Table Settings and recipes from 
our very own Parish families. 
 
Stop in the office and get your own copy! We also offer them 
gift wrapped ~ they make wonderful presents.  

ST. JUDE PAPER DRIVE FUNDRAISER 
 

St. Jude, 1420 Division Street, in 
Green Bay, is hosting a Paper Drive 
Fundraiser from November 7 - 15. A 
designated dumpster will be located in 
the NE corner of the parking lot. 
 

Acceptable paper includes any clean paper you would  
normally put into a city recycling bin. Please NO garbage; 
PAPER and CARDBOARD ONLY! 
 
Proceeds to go benefit St. Jude’s new organ fund. Thank you!  
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      2015 FIRESIDE CHRISTMAS 
SHOW                                   

A WONDERFUL LIFE CHRISTMAS SHOW 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5 and  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2015 

 

“Remember, no man is a failure who has friends.” Tens of 
millions wait every Christmas to see Frank Capra’s classic film 
of dreams and the power of love.   
 

A WONDERFUL LIFE captures all the magic of the film and 
so much more. With humor, pathos, beautiful dancing, and a 
brilliant musical score this Fireside production will shine with 
the true spirit of Christmas. 
 

Call: Judy Van Caster at 336-1238; Judy Schroeder at 499-
3248; or Vicki at the Parish Office at 499-5156 
 

COST:  $90.00 Limited Seating. Sign up Now! 

2016 FIRESIDE SHOWS— 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENTS  
 
Wednesday,  January 13, 2016—Legends in Concert 
Wednesday, April 20, 2016—Sister Act 
Wednesday, June 8, 2016—Rockin’ At The Fireside 
Wednesday, September 14, 2016—To Be Announced 
Thursday, November 16, 2016—Fireside Christmas 
Wednesday, December 8, 2016—Fireside Christmas 

WOMEN’S GUILD  
 

 

 

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS 
 

The Nativity of Our Lord Women’s Guild is still accepting 
book donations (hardcover or soft) for their annual bazaar on 
November 21, 2015.  Final donation date will be Friday, 
November 13. Please drop off your books in Bona Hall 
marked for the Bazaar.   
Please no Encyclopedias or Readers Digest.   
 

GRANNY’S ATTIC  
 

Please donate any clean, reusable items left from your rummage 
sale as well as treasures you no longer need to Granny’s Attic 
for this year’s Bazaar. We can use toys, games, jewelry, 
knick-knacks, kitchen, and household items.  Please make all  
donations by Friday, November 13. 
 

No clothing or electronics please! Mark 
your donations “Granny’s Attic” and 
bring to  Bona Hall. 

 
 

BAKERY BOOTH  
 

We would appreciate your donations of cookies, breakfast 
breads, muffins, bars, pies, trail mix, seasonal candies, caramels, 
etc.  

 

Please bring your delicious donations to 
Bona Hall on Friday, November 20 by 5:00 
PM or on Saturday, November 21 by 9:00 
AM. 
 
Thank you!  

 
 

WOMEN’S GUILD MEETING  
 

There will be a Women’s Guild meeting on Thursday,  
November 5 at 6:30 PM in Bona Hall. Refreshments to follow. 

 
WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

BLEST ART 
 

Blest Art Inc. helps the struggling 
Christian families of Bethlehem by 
marketing their artwork in the U.S. 
This work allows many Christian  
families to be able to maintain their  
livelihood and their ancestral homes in 
the land of our Lord. 
 
 

Blest Art will be at Nativity  
Parish on Saturday and Sunday,  
November 21 and 22, after each Mass. 
They will  have hand-carved nativity 
sets, statues, crosses, rosaries and many 
other pieces of beautiful olive wood art.  
All purchases help support the many 
families who depend on this form of art  
to make a living and will make a big 
difference in the lives of many Christian 
families.  

WINTER WONDERLAND BAZAAR 
Saturday, November 21 from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM.  

 

The Nativity of Our Lord Parish Women’s Guild will be 
hosting its 34th Annual Winter Wonderland Bazaar and Craft 
Sale on Saturday, November 21 from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM. 
The Bazaar includes craft and vendor booths, bucket raffles, 
Granny’s Attic, used book sale, fresh bakery, food and more! 
 
Admission is $2.00/adult or $1.00 with a can of food to be 
donated to AshCare. 

 
 

No Strollers Please! 



 

BAPTISMS 
Parents may schedule their child’s Baptism after they have 
completed a two-part preparation program. Call the Parish 
Office at least 60 days before Baptism for interview and 
preparation session. 
 

BAPTISM DATES  
November 22 and December 20 

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
(Following 8:30 AM Mass—See dates listed below) 
This Sacrament is offered to anyone in need of Christ’s healing 
touch. The Anointing of the Sick is a sacrament for those who 
are in need of physical, emotional, or spiritual healing. Think of 
friends and loved ones who may want to receive this sacrament 
and invite them to this Mass. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK DATES 
November 29 

 

RCIA—RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 
FOR ADULTS 

Do you want to know more about the Catholic faith? Are you or 
someone you know interested in becoming baptized or confirmed 
as a Catholic? For more information about this process call 
Wayne Efferson (490-1352 ext. 206) or email 
natwe@nativityparish.com. 

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE 
 

If you know of an incident of sexual abuse 
of a person who is now under the age of 18 
 by a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer, 
PLEASE IMMEDIATELY CALL THE CIVIL 
AUTHORITIES AND THEN THE DIOCESE. 

 

If the person was abused as a minor 
but is now an adult, 

please contact: 
Jayne Stefanic, 

Diocesan Assistance Coordinator, 
Diocese of Green Bay 

920-272-8174 or 1-877-270-8174 (toll free) 
 

We also encourage you to report the incident 
to local civil authorities. 

 

YOU MATTER TO US — 
THERE IS HOPE! 

 
 
 

Crisis Center Pregnancy Hotline 
      436-8888          433-9955 



 
 
 
 CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS 
  Nativity of Our Lord Church #645850 
  2270 South Oneida Street 
  Green Bay, WI 54304 
 
 TELEPHONE 
  920 499-5156 
 
 CONTACT PERSON 
  Bobbie Skalecki 
 
 EMAIL: natscene@nativityparish.com 
 
 SOFTWARE 
  MSPublisher 2007 
  Adobe Acrobat X 
  Windows 7 
 
 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
  Perforate pages 7 & 8 
 


