


























THINGS YOU
SHOULD KNOW

Advent

PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

Advent comes from the Latin word

adventus — which referred to “an
arrival.” For ancient Romans, an adventus
welcomed the emperor or the statue of a

deity.

Advent has four Sundays. This year,

the Fourth Sunday of Advent falls on
Dec. 24, making this year's the shortest
Advent season possible.

Advent can last up to 28 days, or be
short as 22 days.

Advent begins on the Sunday after the
feast of St. Andrew (Nov. 30). Andrew
is called the Protocletus (“first called of
the Apostles”) in Eastern Orthodox and
Eastern Catholic churches.

In the early Middle Ages, Advent
lasted more than 40 days. It was
called St. Martin's Fast, since it began on

Nov. 11, the feast of Martin of Tours.
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Opioid addiction

ou have heard me speak out in the past

against what appears to be a culture

of death in our society. This culture is
sinister, often lurking beneath the surface, hid-
ing in the darkness, so that many do not see
it coming. To overcome this
culture, then, we must shed
light on these dark places.

Today, | want to shed the

light of Christ onto the opioid
epidemic that has taken
l hold in our society, bringing
darkness and death that we
must all recognize and stand

BISHOP’S together in solidarity to
CORNER overcome,
W _ In Wiscons_in, we are not
Ricken immune to this epidemic.

According to civil authori-
ties in our state, the number
of deaths in Wisconsin due to drug overdose
now exceeds the number of those that die from
automobile accidents, suicide, or firearms.
Authorities and experts in the study of this
epidemic tell us that this addiction is not a result
of individual weaknesses or desires of the flesh.
Their studies show that the majority of those
addicted to heroin have also abused and have an
addiction to prescribed opioid-based painkillers.
This addiction crosses all age ranges, genders,
ethnic categories, faiths and socioeconomic
classes. We cannot judge those who find them-
selves addicted, and if you, yourself struggle with
addictions, please do not judge yourself.

It is so very important that we as Catholics
pray and work together to address this epi-
demic, as addiction strips not only the dignity
of life from our brothers and sisters, but it is
robbing them of life itself.

As missionary disciples, it is so important
that we stand alongside the families of those
who are dealing with the effects of a loved
one's addiction, as they, too, are in deep pain.

The impact of addiction robs the individual
and family of so much. We must assure our
families that they do not walk alone and that
God's love is always present. We must sup-
port and accompany them as best we can
through this darkness.

When we encounter difficult situations,
Christ reminds us to “be not afraid.” While
addiction can be scary, we are called to over-
come that fear and shed Christ’s light into the
darkness. We can do this by discussing this
issue more openly as a church, by recognizing
the reality of this need, and helping our broth-
ers and sisters through it.

If someone you know is struggling with ad-
diction or you are concerned about your own
addictions, do not fear sharing your concerns
with your pastor. If this is something you find
difficult to do, | ask that you call our Catholic
Charities Department of the Diocese of Green
Bay. We must remember there is no shame
in seeking help, but rather as crossing the
threshold to God's healing light.

The entire column appears in our Oct. 27 issue.
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A Marian prayer wall was created at St. Anthony School in Oconto Falls this fall. St.
Anthony parishioner Ron Barlament created the wall as a memorial to his wife, Mar-
jorie, who passed away last year. Barlament and Chester Konitzer designed and per-
formed the work of building a niche for the statue of Mary with Jesus. Parishioners
Sue Malingowski and Karen Knoerzer painted the scrolls that feature the Angelus and
Regina Caeli prayers. Students recite the Angelus every day following lunch.




REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE

If you know of an incident of sexual abuse
of a person who is now under the age of 18
by a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer,
PLEASE IMMEDIATELY CALL THE CIVIL
AUTHORITIES AND THEN THE DIOCESE.

If the person was abused as a minor
but is now an adult,
please contact:

Office of Safe Environment
Diocese of Green Bay

920-272-8174 or 1-877-270-8174 (toll free)

We also encourage you to report the incident
to local civil authorities.

YOU MATTER TO US —
THERE IS HOPE!

{ Diocese of

€2 Green Bay

Crisis Center
436-8888

Pregnancy Hotline
433-9955

BAPTISMS
Parents may schedule their child’s Baptism after they
have completed a short preparation program. Call the
Parish Office at least 60 days before Baptism for
interview and preparation session. See dates below.

January 14, February 4, April 15,
May 13, June 17

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
December 31, 2017 / April 29, 2018

This Sacrament is offered to anyone in need of Christ’s
healing touch. The Anointing of the Sick is a sacrament
for those who are in need of physical, emotional, or
spiritual healing. Think of friends and loved ones who
may want to receive this sacrament and invite them to this
Mass.

RCIA—RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

FOR ADULTS
Do you want to know more about the Catholic faith?
Are you or someone you know interested in becoming
baptized or confirmed as a Catholic? For more information
about this process call Wayne Efferson (490-1352 x206)
or email natwe@nativityparish.com.
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