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Hello!

My name is Deacon Michael Dabeck.

| have been hired here at Nativity Parish as of February 8. | have had the privilege of serving the
Saint Matthew Parish Community in Green Bay as a Deacon for the past 7 years. Our family has
been parish members for 21 years. My wife Ann and | have two sons. Jameson, our older son,
lives in Stevens Point working as a Statistical Analyst for Sentry Insurance. Robenson, our

younger son, is a junior at East High School in Green Bay.

Ann and | have been involved in many ministries during our time at Saint Matthew’s Parish,
including Pastoral Council, Worship Committee, Marriage and Confirmation preparation,
Communion Services at Nursing Homes, the Giving Tree and the High School Religion
Education program. As Deacon at the parish, | had the privilege to assist Father at Mass. | also
had the opportunity to preach on a monthly basis, along with presiding at Weddings, Baptisms
and Funerals. | worked with the youth in our parish community by attending week-long mission

trips, and teaching and serving others with the Young Neighbors in Action Organization.

Since my Ordination in May of 2010, | have been looking forward to serving a parish on a full-time
basis, following the guidance of the Holy Spirit and being the servant | was Ordained to be. | want
to be involved in many different activities throughout the Nativity Community, and fulfill God’s plan
for me here. My family and | are excited to start this new journey and ask for your prayers and

support as we follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit. | look forward to being the hands and feet of

Christ to many as | serve here at Nativity Parish.
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Vocation Day was held on February 22nd

“For he chose us in him before the creation of the world
to be holy and blameless in his sight.” (Ephesians 1:4)

Lumen Gentium, the Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church, declares very clearly that we are all called to
holiness. Even before we were born, God has a plan for
each of us. Each of us is called to live out God’s plan.

Our middle school and high school youth in faith
formation had the opportunity to explore what God’s

plan is for each of them. They are open to God’s call to
the priesthood, diaconate, religious life, married life, or
single life. To commemorate Nativity Vocation Day, a panel shared perspectives from their
spiritual lives. Representatives from the priesthood: Fr. Tom Long; diaconate: Deacon Steve
Meyer; religious life : Sister Dorothy and Megan Kugel ; married life: Dave and Debbie
Raupp; single life: Gladys Theis. It was a very enlightening evening.

—Dr. Robert Berchmans, PhD

Ash Wednesday - the Beginning of the Lenten Journey

"ﬁ;‘ This day of fasting marks the beginning of Lent. It is an age-old
tradition of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. (Catholics from age 14-58

| are called to refrain from meat and between meal snacks.) The ashes
AshWednesday are made from the Palm Sunday blessed palms used the previous year.

They symbolize penance and contrition, and remind us that God is
gracious and merciful to repentant hearts. The ashes also symbolize the dust from which
God made us and to which we will return. Ashes are administered by the priest, deacons,
and other faithful to foreheads, either in a separate service or accompanied by Mass.

Nativity Parish will offer ashes in church on March 1 at 6:45 AM (Liturgy of the Word and
Ashes), 8:00 AM (during Mass), 12:00 PM (Liturgy of the Word and Ashes), and 6:30 PM
(during Mass). Information gotten from Catholic Online
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Confimation 2017

It’s that time of year again... Confirmation

preparations have begun. On January 25,
2017, the Faith Formation department kicked
off Confirmation preparations with this year’s
25 candidates and their parents. We went
over the different expectations of
Confirmation here at Nativity (i.e. service
hours, required dates, and the retreat) and
then worked in table and family units
completing different activities. On February
25th, our Confirmation candidates and their
sponsors met in Bona Hall for another session
of “nuts and bolts” as well as some additional
activities helping us with our faith journey.
The meeting was then followed by 5:00 pm
Mass where the candidates were oftficially
enrolled in the Confirmation program, with a
blessing, here at Nativity. Please pray for our
candidates to be open to the call of Holy Spirit
throughout this Confirmation preparation
journey.

ERnCOURiar Conversion

[Felbrwary Sih, 2007

The West Side Youth Ministers put
together a program for all the High School
Youth on the west side of Green Bay. The
program’s title was Journey of Faith and the

night’s theme was “Encounter and
Conversion” The night was held at St. John
the Baptist in Howard and offered our youth
an opportunity to think about their faith
now, and discover where they want to go
with their faith in the future. Its specific
goal, however, was to have the youth
encounter Christ in some way and begin
thinking of ways they personally can be the
hands and feet of Christ to others.

During the evening of “Encounter and
Conversion,” the youth listened to two
testimonies of faith—one by Lauren
Destiche, a student from Bay Port High
School, and the other by Father Scott
Valentyn. Both stories were remarkable and
helped the youth to see how we are all called
to grow in holiness. Father Michael Thiel
then led us through a Kerygma experience.
This is an experience that is five sections
long where we meditate on our humanity
and how it fits with the life Christ intended
tor us to live. There was music, scripture, a
YouTube clip, as well as moments of
reflection throughout this prayer experience.
Finally, we ended the night with adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament and confessions.
The night was remarkable and incredibly
powerful for the many youth of Green Bay.
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The Stations of the Cross

During Lent, The Compass, Green Bay Diocesan newspaper, will feature a seven-part
series on Stations of the Cross devotions. Sam Lucero, News & Information Manager, will select
stations from seven parishes to feature in a Lenten series. Stations of the Cross come in many
sizes, materials and colors. They have different origins, unique histories, or unusual construction.
Regardless of their look, their purpose, especially at Lent, is to help Christians reflect on the
Passion of Jesus Christ. Two of Nativity’s Gezella Stations of the Cross will be featured in the
series.

Lenten Observances of the Stations of the Cross can be accomplished in many different ways.
The most familiar ones are those done at church. The stations at Nativity are held on Mondays
from 6:30-7:30. Two styles are offered—Traditional (scripture based) and Contemporary
(reflections by Sr. Joan Chittister's Gateway to Resurrection). Contemporary Version:
March 6, March 29 and April 3. Traditional Version: March 13, March 27 and April 10.

Other approaches to Lenten Observances include televised Stations of the Cross on cable
television and Internet sites:

EWTN (Eternal Word Television Network) will broadcast Stations of the Cross on Fridays at 1:15.

EWTN’s The First Saturday's For Kids 03/04 at 9:30 AM. In this 30 minute animated devotional
special for children, Sister Lucia teaches her friends Christine, Eva, Enrique and Joseph the First
Saturdays devotion. During the course of the program, she also gives them a brief explanation of
the origins of devotion and the four steps needed to fulfill Our Lady’s request for each First
Saturday.

Internet websites: search Stations of the Cross on Google and then look for these addresses:

www.catholic.org: a short listing of prayers to be said during the stations.

https://ourcatholicprayers.wordpress.com/category/stations-of-the-cross/: prayers and reflections
along with some graphics.

http://www.vatican.va/news services/liturgy/2013/documents/ns lit doc 20130329 via-
crucis_en.html: pray the Stations of the Cross along with Pope Francis.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aR1cZINgOcs: Stations of the Cross prayed by and for young
children.

---Bernie Selk

Page 5




Nativity Star Lent / Easter 2017

Please join us for our Lenten ‘“serving” of
SOUP AND SUBSTANCE 2017

at Nativity Parich

...a light supper of homemade soup and rolls

followed by the ‘substance, ” an interesting talk by
favorite speaker. ’

March 16 - Mental lliness 101

What is mental illness? What is mental health? This presentation provides an overview of mental
illness, including the categories of mental iliness, their incidence and biological basis; treatment and
recovery; the adverse effects of stigma; the importance of advocacy; and NAMI Fox Valley’s role in
the community to improve the quality of life of those affected by mental iliness

March 23 - Discipleship & Environment

Presenter is Rev. William G. O’Brien Director of the Curran Spirituality Center in Denmark WI.

March 30 - Czech Spirituality

Presented by the Wisconsin Czechs of N.E Wisconsin. Will promote a greater awareness of
the Czech-Slovak Spirituality in Europe; immigrants to Wisconsin and their descendants.

Wisconsin Czech Choraliers will present Czech folk music. The Choraliers sing in English and
Czech Languages.

All eveninge will take place in Bona Hall from 6:00-7:30 p.m. Please call the Parich
Ocalcﬁce to register, 499-5156. There is no charge, but a free will offering ic appreciat-
ed.

Sponsored by the Family Life Ministry of Nativity Parish
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Message Board

— Like us on Facebook to keep up with church activities

EVENTS FOR ALL:

March 1 — Ash

March 10 — Second Fridays for Seniors - 9:00 am (Church)
March 12 — Daylight Saving

March 17 — St. Patrick’s Day

April 8 — First Communion Retreat

April 9 — Palm Sunday

April 9 — Knights of Columbus Breakfast & Bake Sale (Bona Hall)
April 13 — Holy Thursday

April 14 — Good Friday - Parish Office Closed at Noon
April 15 — Easter Vigil

April 16 — Easter

April 22 & 23 — First Communion Celebration

April 28 & 29 — Women's Guild Rummage Sale (Bona Hall)
April 29 & 30 — Father Jack’s Farewell after Masses

May 14 — Mother’s Day

May 22 — Blossom Bunco - 6:00 pm (Narthex)

May 29 — Memorial Day - Parish Office Closed

June 18 — Father’s Day

June 24 & 25 — Parish Picnic

July 4 — Parish Office Closed
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Thank you to Bernie Selk for her work on this newsletter.

- _ Online Giving is an easy way to make a consistent Gift to the Offertory, and
TEXT-TO- because of that we are introducing a new product in that line....

Since 97% of smartphone users text at least once a day, our parish has decided to
add the option to give via text.

A new, easy. ’ J . .

way you can” 4 You can text an amount to 920-625-0027 and your transaction will be processed
: through the Online Giving account associated with the phone number. If your

phone number is not recognized, you can continue without an account, associate

your number with an existing account, or create an account.

If you use either of our convenient Online Giving programs, you never have to worry about forgetting your
offering envelope at home and having to fill out a visitor envelope before collection. There is also an Online
Giving app for your smart phone.

If you have questions on how to get started, please call the Parish Office at 499-5156.
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Lent/ Easter 2017

Weekend Masses

Saturday Evenings - 5:00PM

Sunday Mornings - 8:30AM & 10:15AM
Weekday Masses

Tuesdays & Fridays - 9:00AM
Wednesdays - 8:00AM

Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion

Mondays & Thursdays - 9:00AM

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mondays - 9:30AM to 1:00PM (Chapel)

Holy Hour Service

Second Monday of each month - 12:05 to 1:00PM
(Benediction when a Deacon leads)

Adult Men’s Group - Liturgy and Fellowship
First Saturday of month - 7:30 to 9:30AM (Chapel)

Prayer Group
Thursdays - 6:30AM to 7:00AM (Chapel)

Stations of the Cross (Church) - Mondays 6:30PM
Two Styles Offered - Traditional and Contemporary;

Traditional (scripture based) and Contemporary

(reflections by Sr. Joan Chittister’s Gateway to Resurrection)

March 6, March 20 & April 3 (Contemporary)
March 13, March 27 & April 10 (Traditional)

Sacrament of Reconciliation at Nativity

March 14 & 15 at 7:00PM
Saturdays - 4:00 to 4:40PM (Or by appointment) - not on 4/15

Lenten Reconciliation Opportunities

West Side Parishes:

March 8 - 7:00PM (St. John the Bapitist)
March 23 - 6:30PM (St. Agnes)

March 29 - 6:30PM (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton)

Taize Prayer - March 15, April 26, May 17, & June 21
6:30PM (Chapel)

2nd Fridays for Seniors

March 10 - 9:00AM (Mass/Bona Hall)

Holy Week and Paschal Triduum

Palm Sunday Masses (Passion)
April 8 (Sat.)5:00PM & April 9 (Sun.)8:30,10:15AM

Holy Thursday - April 13: Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7:00PM

Good Friday - April 14: The Lord’s Passion
1:00PM & 7:00PM
Easter Vigil - April 15: 8:00PM

Easter Sunday - April 16 The Resurrection of the Lord -
Church & Bona Hall 8:30AM & 10:15AM




